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Official Launching Ceremony on
“School Health Development Project for all Cambodian Children - Phase Il (2026-2028)”

H.E. Dr. Kim Sethany, Permanent Secretary of State, MoEYS
and as Chair of the NGO STEP Steering Committee delivered
remarks highlighting, Health is a core factor in determining
the academic success of student teachers. When teachers
possess clear expertise in school health, our students will
receive quality care and education. This serves as a solid
foundation for developing the nation toward greater
prosperity. Integrating school health subjects into teacher
education programs will provide student teachers with the
necessary knowledge, skills, and attitudes to maintain the
well-being of their pupils.

H.E. Dr. Kim Sethany, Permanent Secretary of State

In this sense, the close collaboration between the Directorate General of Teacher Education and, School
Health Department and Phnom Penh and Battambang Teacher Education College is absolutely essential.
Her excellency would like to encourage all relevant stakeholders—especially the School Health
lecturers—to continue to pay close attention and exert your full physical and mental effort in
implementing this project successfully according to the set plan.

This is for the ultimate benefit of our student teachers, who are the "bamboo shoots" (the future) of our
nation.

At the same time, Her Excellency would like to express her deepest gratitude to The Nippon Foundation
and the NGO STEP for their continuous and full support of the education sector in Cambodia. Her
Excellency firmly believes that this second phase of the project will serve as a solid foundation for
building human resources equipped with both knowledge and good health, contributing to the further
development and prosperity of the nation.
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Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) Signing Ceremony

On 19 March 2026 at Shangri-La Phnom Penh Hotel, the MoU between School Health Training and
Ecohealth Promotion Foundation(NGO STEP) and Phnom Penh Teacher Education College(PTEC) and
Battambang Teacher Education College(BTEC) was formally signed in the presence of H.E. Dr. Kim
Sethany, in her capacity as Chair of the STEP Steering Committee.

The MoU aims to strengthen cooperation between the two institutions in implementing project activities,
sharing knowledge and supporting the professional capacity development of school health lecturers to
ensure that the project and the institutions achieve positive and sustainable outcomes for Cambodian

children.
'ﬁfﬂ‘ﬁ" E

asgsm&smﬁéjsmsamgamﬁ ﬂﬂiiimw*?ﬁ%%e@ﬁmgsma

«HEEnReuRsg: “ﬁsemmisss‘j:&sis:sﬁmsﬁsm Lamamsd © (bokd-kokd ) &e as@euﬁﬁgm %@h&ﬁj:wigﬂ‘sﬁmiﬁss*‘: Samam, ls:olnb od)» e
‘ L H ssmxsjsszs: Fermse %essszsr‘“as ﬁnms,f P R 559“\5559’ e

see‘%{ms:mss inlmatse ' -‘7 p o
' f
. 2026-2028)" and on "Schog {
o > STEP and
b
= ) . o g

"This cooperation is not just about signing a document; it is about investing in the people who shape
our future—our teacher educators."

Leadership Remarks

J B/% 5 TLJN The Executive Director of The Nippon Foundation expressed sincere
FOUNGATON ou appreciation via video message for the strong collaboration of all
Uaz A : g stakeholders. Two key expectations were highlighted: “true co-creation”
”!ﬁ.iﬂﬁf&»‘?‘/ Yokl and “shared ownership of the program’s development”. Partners are

E& ‘ U encouraged to design a uniquely Cambodian health education system
THEpréo-N THE NI based on local needs. Continued support is also sought for the

FOUNDATION FOUN

administrative process toward establishing the lower secondary course.
Mr. Arikawa Takashi | Executive Director of The Nippon Foundation
¥ MM

The Chairperson of NGO STEP, highlighted the successful completion of
Phase 1 (2020-2025) of the SHCC project, implemented by Tokyo
Gakugei University. He further stated that NGO STEP has taken over the
implementation of Phase 2 with continued support from The Nippon
Foundation. The project will establish a School Health Course for lower
secondary education programs at PTEC and BTEC, aiming to prepare
qualified teachers to deliver comprehensive school health education for
future generations in Cambodia.

Prof. Dr. Asakura Takashi|
Chairperson of School Health Training and Ecohealth Promotion Foundation
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Partner Perspectives

Phnom Penh Teacher Education College (PTEC)

His Excellency Dr. Set Seng has formally directed all faculty members to
prioritize the execution of the SHCC Project Plan. Emphasizing the
project's strategic significance, H.E. Dr. Set Seng underscored that
steadfast commitment and comprehensive engagement from all staff
are mandatory prerequisites for meeting the project’s objectives and
securing its intended institutional outcomes.

Ny S‘

«

deBapine

H.E. Dr. Set Seng| Director of PTEC

Battambang Teacher Education College (BTEC)

His Excellency Dr. Chea Ratha expressed high-level appreciation for the
NGO STEP team, citing their exemplary teamwork, dedication, and
professional rigor. He highly appreciated the team’s consistent efforts,
effective coordination, and commitment to excellence, which have
contributed significantly to the smooth implementation of project
activities and the overall success of the collaboration.

H.E. Dr. Chea Ratha| Director of BTEC ea B * SHANGRI-LA

PHNOM PENH

Department of School Health, Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport

His Excellency Dr. Yung Kunthearith emphasized the importance of
strengthening school health education and teacher capacity, highlighted
the significance of SHCC Phase Il as a shared commitment to quality
education for all children, and expressed sincere appreciation to The
Nippon Foundation, NGO STEP, and all partners for their continued
support and collaboration.

H.E. Dr. Yung Kunthearith|
Deputy Director of Department of School Health, MoEYS

SHANGRI-L

PHNOM PENH

BiERSARNEc)-camamasa B (boloe
A Symbol of Appreciation i ST Rl 5::‘
.., fe8anane
igeh Ceremony o
During the ceremony, two meaningful souvenirs were presented SHovn L
for H.E. Dr. Kim Sethany from Dr. Asakura Takashi. The first one is a
Brooch designed with a Japanese pearl at its center, attached to a
traditional Japanese braided cord known as Kumihimo. This design
reflects elegance and refinement that have been cherished in
Japan for centuries.
The other one is a Scented Sachet, which Japanese people have
traditionally carried or tucked into their traditional clothing
(Kimono) for over a millennium. These are used to provide a
refreshing fragrance for those nearby.
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Implementation of the 15t School Health Lecturer Training

On 19 — 20 March 2026 in Phnom Penh, NGO STEP, with the support of The Nippon Foundation, successfully
conducted the first School Health Lecturer Training for the Phnom Penh and Battambang Teacher Education
College.

Opening Remark

The Country Director sate that from 2026, NGO STEP, with the
support of The Nippon Foundation, has officially launched its
activities through the Opening Ceremony and the first School Health
Lecturer Training. Building on more than five years of experience
from SHCC Phase 1 led by Tokyo Gakugei University, STEP moves
forward with a renewed vision. From today, we are not just
participants, we all are co-creators of school health.

Ms. Masuko Yuka | Country Director of NGO STEP

Introduction about STEP

The Chairperson emphasized the importance of collaboration among
school health lecturers in completing the translation of nine textbooks
over the next three years, encouraging ongoing communication and
support throughout the process. He also highlighted the value of
understanding the educational foundations behind modern teaching
approaches, drawing on the ideas of John Dewey, which promote
active learning, collaboration, and lifelong learning. He encouraging
educators to recognize student teachers as active learners and to
promote mutual learning through the School Health Course.

Prof. Dr. Asakura Takashi| Chairperson of NGO STEP

Introduction on the STEP Activities Plan 2026

Mr. Thay Sokheng introduced the STEP 2026 plan, highlighting key
priorities including strengthening school health practicum in
primary education and development of school health syllabus and
textbooks for 24 credits for lower secondary teacher education
program. STEP will conduct 4 School Health Lecture Trainings in
2026 for the capacity building of school health lecturers, and
prepare for the implementation of practicum in TEC attached
primary schools to advance school health education in Cambodia.

Mr. Thay Sokheng | Deputy Secretary General of NGO STEP
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Group Work for Building Healthy Schools Together at TECs

During the 1st School Health Lecturer Training, participants engaged in a dynamic group work session to
envision the future of school health at Teacher Education College and its attached schools by 2028.
Through collaborative discussions, lecturers explored key ideas on what an effective and sustainable
school health system should look like, including student well-being, safe environments, and integrated
health education. The session also emphasized the importance of strong collaboration between TECs and
attached schools, highlighting roles, joint activities, and effective communication strategies needed to
achieve this shared vision. This activity fostered teamwork, innovation, and a collective commitment to
improving school health outcomes for the future.

Self Thinking Group Discussion Presentation

Textbook Translation Workshop

On 20 March 2026 at Poulo Wai Hotel in Phnom Penh, NGO STEP conducted the Translation Workshop
<session 1> on School health textbook for lower secondary course for school health lecturers of PTEC
and BTEC.

The Translation Workshop focused on strengthening participants’ understanding of the translation
process and its practical application for textbook development. The agenda included an introduction to
the workshop objectives, overview of the 9-subject textbook series, and discussion of syllabus content
and subject selection.

Participants were also introduced to STEP translation principles, including literal versus meaning-based
translation, readability, and technical terminology. A short translation exercise and group discussion
further supported practical learning, while the session concluded with an overview of the translation
process, roles, responsibilities, communication guidelines, and timeline.

School Health Lecturers’ Role in Translation Project ¢ '\“ -
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*  They are not behind-the-scenes translators. ,

* They are co-creators of the textbooks. ‘

*  Their decisions on terminology and explanations matter.

*  With this role comes professional responsibility — and pride.
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Textbook Translation Workshop

9 School Health Textbooks | 9 Specialized Subjects | 24 credits

During SHCC project Phase Il (2026—2028), development of a school health syllabus and textbooks for 24
credits will be developed. To ensure accurate and reliable translation into Khmer, NGO STEP encourages
school health lecturers to actively participate in the translation of these 9 textbooks from English into
Khmer, in order to support the development of high-quality teaching and learning materials for effective
implementation of the school health curriculum.

To kick off the translation process, Dr. Sam Chanphirun, Deputy Director of PTEC, explained to the
school health lecturers how important their role is and offered words of encouragement to everyone.
Dr. Asakura Takashi explained the content and relevance of each of the 9 subjects. During the
workshop, school health lecturers tried their hand at the translation and engaged in discussions.

9 School Health Subjects for Lower Secondary Course
[1\g
.V

. Child health and Iliness a

. Human anatomy and physiology ‘4

. School health and school safety

. Nutrition, Microorganisms, Infection and Immunity

. Adolescent health: Development and health during puberty, comprehensive sex education
. Hygiene and Public Health

. School health management
. Health Education

. Mental Health

O oONOO UL B W N B

Internship Student in NGO STEP

Chum reap sur! My name is Yuki OGASA. | am a second-year student of the Master of
Public Health, Nagasaki University.

My research is also school health in Lao PDR, and | believe school health is crucial to
promote well-being for students.

I am really excited to join NGO STEP as an intern. | want to observe how school
health activities in Cambodia develop, the awareness and initiative of each
stakeholder involved in these activities, while participating in training, and use that
knowledge to improve my own experience.

Ms. Ogasa Yuki Internship term: 1 March — 31 May 2026
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